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The US National Environmental Policy Act requires a
consideration of environmental factors for each federal
activity with potentially significant environnmental inpacts.
NASA must do an inpact assessnent for each space science

m ssion, and each assessnent is distributed to and considers -
comments from,.the public. Fach assessment must di scuss all ‘
| ocal and gl obal environmental inpacts arising fromthe

m ssion, including both expected (or normal) inpacts and
those arising from potential unplanned events. The

assessnent nust equally consider all reasonable alternatives
for achieving the purpose of the mission, and their inpacts.
For a sanple return mission, the impact of returning a sanple
to Earth that could contain organic material is a primry
consideration. The NEPA process will provide the vehicle for
docunenting the options for a sanple return and its inmmediate
processing. This paper will discuss the NASA NEPA process of
determning: the scope of public concern, the resonable
alternatives to exanmine, and the level and detail of analysis
required to satisfy the reguirements. Past NASA/JPL mi ssions
wi |l be used as exanples of how the process has been

i mpl enent ed.
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